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President’s Message  

El Jefe is away at the mo-

ment and he left without 

providing a President’s 

Message for the news-

letter.  Had he done so I 

am sure he would have 

said something like….. 

“The BCTR turnout for 

VanDusen was a great 

success and thanks to all 

those members who 

made the effort to participate.  There was very stiff 

competition in all categories so congrats to all who 

received recognition and to those that did not, hope-

fully you enjoyed that ambiance of the event and will 

try again next year. 

We have our own “Event” in September as you will 

know, Alec Mielen is leading the charge on that.  Alec 

needs lots help in all facets of organization so if you 

are able to assist and have not already done so please 

contact him and let him know your availability. 

We also have several club events in the planning 

stages, see the Events page on the web site.  Please 

feel free to contact any of the organizers to offer your 

assistance.  Or if you are so inclined you may want to 

organize your own event, a barbeque, a pub night or 

brunch, a run out to one of your favourite scenic look-

outs or a club jog around Stanley Park.  Wait, no, for-

get that last one.  Silly idea. 

I realize that people out of the “local” area may feel 

somewhat left out on this but there are certainly op-

portunities for everyone.   

The club depends on volunteers and without them 

we would soon cease to function so please, to mis-

quote JFK, “Ask not what your club can do for you but 

what you can do for your club.” “ 

 

Ed. 
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BCTR extends a warm welcome to the following 

new members: 

 

Rick Norton of Surrey BC who owns a green 1974 

TR6  

Alan Thompson, car details to follow. 
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 2019 ATDI Penticton - September 20 - 22 – UPDATE  

With less than 4 months to go, ATDI preparations 

continue.  A huge thank you to all who are lending a 

hand.  If you have not yet been contacted, not to 

worry, there will be activities at the event where we 

will need your assistance.   

This is the premiere BCTR event that we host every 

3 years.  We need everyone’s support to make the 

event a success.  The easiest way to do this is to get 

registered now if you have not registered al-

ready.  Our Registrar has made it as simple as possi-

ble so it’s easy and quick to do.  In a very few months 

we will have to advise the hotel of our numbers for 

the Friday Meet & Greet and the Saturday night 

awards banquet so there will be cut off dates for reg-

istration and for regalia.   

Our host hotel, the Penticton Lakeside Resort & 

Conference Centre  https://

www.pentictonlakesideresort.com/, still has rooms 

available so don’t forget to make your reservation 1-

800-663-9400 and quote ‘ATDI’ for the rate pack-

age.  When staying at the Lakeside, besides being in 

the center of the ATDI action, you are only steps to 

the hotel amenities and restaurants, right next door 

to Rotary Park, the site of the Saturday morning car 

show and you will be parked in a ‘Triumph Only’ area 

of the above ground parkade with overnight securi-

ty.   

Arrive early and explore the quiet roads of Wine 

Country.  Follow us on http://

www.bctriumphregistry.com/ATDI2019.htm , there 

have been many additions including a direct link to 

registration & payments, schedule of events, guided 

tours, tourist attractions and regalia.  We look for-

ward to seeing you in Penticton.  It’s the journey and 

the destination.  Safe drive. 

 

Alec Mielen  TR8 
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On March 16th, a warm late winter day ideal for a 

nice spirited drive, a group of 14 people met up at 

the Chevron in 

mission for the 

8th Annual Har-

rison Hot 

Springs run or-

ganized by Ken 

Nicoll. There 

were seven clas-

sic triumphs in 

the mix however 

a few people 

took their regular everyday vehicles due to different 

reasons and others were coupled up in their classics. 

At around 10:30 

AM we were all 

ready to head 

out. I took the 

lead in my TR8 

followed closely 

by Dan Brien 

and his TR8. The 

others followed 

suit. However 

with all the 

traffic in Mission, we did become a little bit separat-

ed until we got further out in the valley and started 

winding through the farmland and into the forest be-

fore Harrison. As Dan was behind me I was edging 

him on to go a little faster but he recently did some 

mods to his engine he told me after and wanted to 

take it easy while breaking it in but, as the rest know, 

that didn't stop me. As I meandered towards our 

destination I noticed a car coming up behind me real 

quick. Turned out to be one of the Challengers with 

the  Magnum engine. Seems he had passed every-

body else coming up the valley and was closing in on 

my tail. I think he was a little shocked when I put it to 

the floor and  took off like a bat out of hell with him 

close behind me. He never did get a 

chance to pass me before we hit the slow 

down zones in Harrison. LOL! 

A nice lunch on the patio of The Old 

Settler pub in Harrison followed and the 

day got even nicer and warmer. The wait-

ress even started to open all the glass 

windows on the deck. 

After lunch it was everyone to them-

selves. 

Some 

went for 

walks 

around 

town 

while 

others 

headed 

back to 

home. 

Dan and 

I in our TR8s and Jason in his TR6 started back as a 

small convoy. However, given the rise in tempera-

ture, I found it too hot in my car so I stopped and put 

my top down. I started driving with my coat on but I 

Harrison Run - March 16th 



 

 Harrison Run - March 16th (cont.) 

had to stop and take that off fairly quickly because 

even that was too warm. In fact by the time I got to 

Maple Ridge I even 

took my sweater off 

and I was driving in a T

-shirt. Just such a 

beautiful day. And, per 

my whenever I drive 

my TR8 I need to get a 

great picture, I man-

aged to get this one 

attached here. 

Thanks Ken for or-

ganizing this run and 

thank you to all the 

other members that 

volunteer to organize 

and host other 

events. They are al-

ways greatly appreci-

ated. 

 

Charlie Dooley TR8 
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This piece was actually written by Walter Reynolds 

for the Morgan club a couple of years back.  Bob said 

we could edit it but other than changing a few photos 

the text is original.  By way of an introduction, Bob is 

amongst the earliest members of the club, his mem-

bership going back to 1989.  Although he presently 

does not own a Triumph car he has extensive experi-

ence working with them and  is presently one of the 

two Technical Reps on TR6s for the club. Over the 

years he has helped many a member 

resolve issues with their cars.  Thanks 

and keep up the good work, Bob. 

 

 When I left High School I appren-

ticed as a machinist and was able to 

buy my first car which was a 1953 Aus-

tin Somerset saloon. At the time, I did-

n’t know much about cars and during 

one drive somehow managed to break 

a crankshaft. When asked how I had 

managed it, I had no idea how it hap-

pened. All I knew was that there was a 

funny noise coming from the engine. 

 Due to there being so many Austins 

in the Vancouver area at that time, the 

mechanic had no trouble ordering a 

new one from a wrecker’s yard. 

 My next car was a new Triumph TR3 which I 

bought in 1961. It was the last TR3 sold in B.C., but I 

had to pick it up from a dealership in Calgary. It was 

yellow and I drove it for four years. It was my daily 

driver and I even bought winter tires for it as I drove 

it year-round. The snow tires had studs in them 

which helped a lot. In those days the studs went 

across the tread of the tire whereas now, they are 

only placed at the edge of each side of the tire tread. 

I was driving home from Kamloops one winter, head-

ing to Merritt and driving between patches of bare 

road and ice-covered road. On the dry pavement, the 

studs made me feel like I was driving on ice, whereas 

once I was on the ice, it felt like I was driving on dry 

pavement. 

 I worked afternoon shift and, again during winter, 

I would go to the car at the end of my shift only to 

find that in the cold, while the engine would start, 

the gearbox would be frozen. I’d then have to wait 

for the heat transfer from the engine to thaw the 

gearbox. Once done, I 

would drive off. 

 In those days, there 

were lots of sports cars 

in Vancouver – it was 

the perfect place to 

drive them, especially 

with the top down. I 

drove the car to Calga-

ry at one point and 

had the top down all 

the way. Once in Cal-

gary though, I had to 

put up the top because 

it was so hot and 

couldn’t drive with the 

top down. 

 In 1965, I was working 

Bob McDiarmid - Member Profile 



 

 Bob McDiarmid - Member Profile (cont.) 

in a Jaguar repair shop and I sold the TR3 to buy a 

burgundy 1962 E-Type Jaguar, Series 1, 4.2 litre en-

gine. When driven below 100 mph, the Jag per-

formed like an ordinary car. However, above 100, it 

performed excellently. You could take your hands off 

the wheel and the car would steer straight, no steer-

ing corrections required. You had full control of the 

car. 

 A new Jaguar E-Type at this time cost $5,000.00 

and I bought mine for $4,500.00. This car was also 

my daily driver but I didn’t get the driving thrill out 

of it that I used to get out of the TR3. Working at the 

Jag garage, I was able to do all my own work on the 

car. At one point, I did work on the gearbox but for-

got to replace the locking pin at the base of the gear 

shifter. Driving along, the shifter came out in my 

hand during a gear change. Luckily, the shifter came 

loose when the gearbox was in neutral so I was able 

to coast to a stop. By holding the gear shifter in 

place, I was able to drive carefully home where I 

completed the job! 

 Moving on to 1968, I bought a 1965 Austin Healey 

3000. It was a white car and, not liking white, I re-

painted it to be British Racing Green. In 1968, I paid 

$2,500.00 for the car and sold it 10 years later for 

$2,400.00: A $100.00 loss; $10.00 per year. Not bad 

for a daily driver. 

 I got married in the car and went on honeymoon 

and it started to experience dead spots: the engine 

would die, then come on again, then die again and 

so on. I happened to look over to my wife and no-

ticed son with the glove box open playing with the 

anti-theft switch, On-Off-On-Off and so on. An unu-

sually easy fix to the problem – close the glove box! 

 The biggest thing I noticed with the Healey, and 

after driving the Jag, was that the front end was real-

ly heavy and not that enjoyable to drive, especially 

with its heavy (arm strong) steering. 

 

 Once the family started, we had to have a second 

car. This was an early ‘60s Vauxhall Victor which be-

came my wife’s car. The Victor had a quirk: when 

you drove over bumps, the windows rolled down! 

After three years this car was replaced with a young-

er Victor, but a more recent style and we had this 

car for the next ten years. 

 Due to family needs, I had to take a break from 

sports cars and went to North American-built cars. 

We bought a 1975 Ford Econoline van which I camp-

erized by raising the roof, adding seats, a table and a 

stove. The seats converted to beds. The kids seats 

were opposite each other so that they couldn’t fight, 

’though that didn’t stop them from complaining 
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about each other! We had a big dog at the time 

which would claim one or the other of the kid’s 

seats, only to be moved to the floor when one kid or 

the other wanted to sit down. Later on we bought a 

second Econoline which I also camperized. The sec-

ond time around, I did a better job; Version 2, you 

might say. 

 We sold the camper and bought a proper RV, a 

Class C Ford RV. 

 In 1980 we bought a Ford Fairlane, a proper fami-

ly car. 

 Shortly thereafter, I experienced a lifestyle 

change by becoming a single parent, raising two chil-

dren. At this point, I wanted to get a sports car and 

started looking for a TR3 but found that the asking 

prices were too high. I bought a TR6 which were sell-

ing at the time for less money. 

 I bought the TR6 so that I would have something 

to work on at home which would make me available 

for the kids, should they need me. Once the TR6 was 

home, I decided to replace the upholstery and re-

build the engine. When that was done, I decided to 

work on something else, and then another thing un-

til I got down to the chassis which I replaced with a 

new one found in a local wrecker’s yard. 

 By now, we are in the early 1990s and Fred Ben-

nett, a neighbour, introduced me to the Old English 

Car Club and the Vancouver Coast Branch. All this 

time I had been working on the TR6, but wasn’t able 

to drive it. So, I started looking for one I could drive. 

Perhaps more importantly, the driver car could help 

me to figure out where some of the TR6 parts 

should go on the car I was re-assembling. 

 I bought an older TR6 and enjoyed driving it and, 

due to its age, I didn’t have to worry about where I 

parked it. 

 In 1996, I ran into a chap who had a pristine TR6; 

a 1975 Candy Apple Red example that he had in 

storage. I bought this car and sold the older TR6 (still 

had the TR6 being restored) and basically drove the 

“new” TR6 out of storage, so to speak. I did howev-

er, add an overdrive to it. 

 I had this TR6 for a few years and started looking 

for a Morgan. Why? Because I liked them! 

 My first Morgan, a 1966 Plus 4, 4-seater, I bought 

through an auction at the Seaforth Armoury. Buying 

a car at an auction was a real experience. I had a 

budget limit going in and, to get the car, I had to go 

a few dollars over the budget. A car dealer was the 

Bob McDiarmid - Member Profile (cont.) 

Rebuilt Morgan engines waiting to be picked up. 



 

 Bob McDiarmid - Member Profile (cont.) 

only other bidder and he eventually stopped bidding 

which meant that I now owned a Morgan! He even 

came to me afterwards and offered to buy the car 

from me. I didn’t have to do anything to the car, but 

I did, anyway! 

 We drove the car a lot (and still do) and, on one 

Morgan Club trip to Oregon the car blew its head 

gasket. We towed the car to the member’s house 

where dinner was scheduled and replaced the gas-

ket. The Morgan was up and running by midnight. 

 Because it can get pretty hot when driving a con-

vertible, I made an awning/sun cover for the Morgan 

which provided protection from the sun without 

having to struggle to get the car’s top up. 

 I blew the engine a few years later, again in Ore-

gon and while on our way to Bosie, Idaho. We were 

with fellow MOGNW members and one of them had 

their son drive his flat bed truck down to Oregon to 

pick the car up and return it to our home. This was 

the second breakdown in Oregon, and I am now not 

“allowed” to drive the Morgan in Oregon! 

 One of the MOGNW members had made a trailer 

from the rear end on a Morgan. While we needed a 

trailer of some sort for the 4-Seater, I took a differ-

ent route. I bought a motorcycle trailer and convert-

ed it to tow behind the Morgan. 

 In 2008, I wanted to buy a Drop Head Coupe 

(DHC) Morgan as a winter driving car. The DHC has 

straight-top doors and a better top – an improve-

ment on my Plus 4 in poor weather. I found one at a 

high-end car dealer in California. This was just a few 

days before Judy and I were due to fly out to the UK. 

Through documentation I received with the 4-

Seater, I was able to establish that the DHC for sale 

was only 10 serial numbers away (before) from my 

Plus 4’s serial number. We negotiated a price and 

the deal was struck for me to buy the car, sight un-

seen. I was able to get the dealer to hold the car for 

a month until we returned from the UK. However, I 

still had to get the money to the dealer, and we 

were now at the night before we left for the UK. I 

arranged with a fellow Morgan owner to go to my 

bank and get the money transferred from my ac-

count to the dealer’s account. To facilitate this, I 

wrote a note to the Bank, telling them what was 

happening and the name of the person who would 

be coming in to represent me and organize the 

transfer on my behalf. I took this to the bank and 

pushed the note under their front door. All went ac-

cording to plan as I have the DHC. The hard part for 

me was the one month that we were in the UK, fol-

lowed by the month it took to have the car delivered 

to my home from California. 

(Continued on page 13) 
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A few days before the event, Greg Winterbottom 

had given me a heads-up about the annual Vintage 

Car Club of Canada Vancouver Chapter Easter Run.   

This event was new to me as it had only in the last 

couple of years moved to Trev Deeley Motorcycles 

on Boundary Road near 1st Avenue.  Before that the 

gathering was held at the Planetarium.  When I ar-

rived around 10.30 there were already a good num-

ber of vehicles there and as the morning progressed 

a steady stream of cars came either as entrants or, 

like me spectators.   

The weather was surprisingly good for the time of 

year being generally mild and sort of sunny.  Ideal 

weather for hanging around looking at cars and vis-

iting with friends. 

I don’t have the official count but I am guessing 

about 100 vehicles in total were entered.   There 

were some won-

derful examples of 

true vintage cars, 

then some not so 

vintage.   Many of 

the cars were of 

North American 

origin with a mix of 

restored, original 

and 

some 

hot rod.  

Two 

very no-

table 

non-NA 

entrants 

were a 

Rolls 

Royce 

Silver 

Ghost, 

which 

looked 

as 

though 

the 

owner 

was in 

the pro-

cess of restoring it, and a Talbot London in extremely 

good condition. 

Greg with his TR250 flew the flag for Triumph and 

BCTR, being the only Triumph entered in the run, alt-

hough Ted Laturnus showed up in his TR6 for a while 

but parked on the street outside the official area. 

Some pictures are included here and some more 

can be 

Easter Vintage Car Run - April 21st 



 

 Easter Vintage Car Run (cont.) 

found on the 

Vintage Car 

Club of Cana-

da, Vancouver 

Chapter web 

site. 

The idea of 

the gathering 

is that the 

participants 

are led on a 

mystery tour around Burnaby/Vancouver.   Greg in-

vited me to join him but I regretfully had to decline as 

I was leaving Burnaby the following day and needed 

to leave to get several jobs done at home before 

travelling. 

According to Greg, “Around noon, cars started 

leaving 

the Dee-

ley lot, headed for an interesting drive of about 12 

miles. The route encompassed Burnaby, touching 

New West and Vancouver. We scooted over Burnaby 

mountain, through the fabled, much protested Oil 

Tanks, down towards Government Road, up into New 

Westminster, back down over to Tyne, then below 

Marine Way by the river, up at Boundary then into 

Vancouver by Fraserview Golf Course, then at 45th 

back to Boundary and 

along Kingsway into Central 

park for snacks and re-

freshments at the Lawn 

Bowling club. A great drive, 

lovely weather and friendly 

social gathering.” 

Maybe a few more BCTR 

mem-

bers next 

year? 
 
Ed. 
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Many thanks to George Novotny for this  article 

about his water pump upgrade which may be very 

helpful to other 

members. 

 

After having 

my Triumph 

TR6 in winter 

hibernation 

and then tak-

ing it out for its 

first breath of 

fresh air this 

spring.  I could hear a grinding sound from the 

front of the engine.  I checked the various pulleys 

on the alternator, crank shaft and the water 

pump.   I found the water pump had a slight play 

in the bearing and decided to replace the stock 

pump. I researched the Six-Pack website and 

found many TR6 owners were upgrading 

their stock water pumps with a high flow 

unit. 

It was mentioned that a firm in Gold Hill, 

Oregon – The Flying Dutchman Water pumps 

was rebuilding old stock water pumps for 

Triumphs with an upgraded impellor, seal 

and bearing.  I contacted Wade Jenezon the 

owner and he said if I would send him my old 

water pump he would install a 6 curved hi-

flow impellor, it has close clearances to the 

pump housing, install a seal with a stainless 

steel cartridge replacing the rubber seal 

which has a tendency to leak, and the bear-

ing is a FAG unit from Canada. 

Wade said that the water flow with this 

impeller unit increases the flow between 30-

45%. 

After I received the rebuilt water pump back and 

installed it, I took the TR6 for a drive to Christina Lake 

and I noticed that the temperature gauge needle 

read lower than when I had the stock water 

pump. 

On this page you will notice pictures of the 

stock pump with 4 vanes and the upgraded 

pump with 6 curved impellor. 

My opinion is that most British cars have 

over heating problems in the hot weather 

and in stop 

and go 

traffic. This 

pump will 

help with 

the cooling 

with the 

higher flow 

water 

pump. 

The cost to 

do this work was U.S. 

$139.00 plus freight.  

A stock water pump is 

in the U.S. $ 45-50.00. 

The pumps come with 

a mounting gasket and 

have a three-year war-

ranty. 

If fellow members are 

interested in upgrad-

ing their water pumps 

contact Wade at 541-

450-2277 or web site 

www.fdrbp.com . 

 

 

George Novotny 

1975 TR-6   Maple 

Upgrading Water Pump in Triumph TR6 



 

 Bob McDiarmid - Member Profile (cont.) 

 Around this time, I sold the red TR6 on the basis 
that with three cars, only two get driven and the 
third just sits. For those keeping track, I still had the 
‘under restoration’ TR6. 

 During 2010, I sold the ‘under restoration’ TR6 to 
a fellow in Calgary, along with a trailer-load of TR6 
parts. 

 The Morgans have the same Triumph engine as 
was in the TR3 and around 2010 I rebuilt the 4-
Seater’s engine. At one point, I was also rebuilding 
three Triumph engines for other Morgan owners. 

 Today, I am rebuilding the DHC’s engine and the 
car itself is at the upholsterers having its upholstery 
replaced. A friend’s DHC Morgan is at the same place 
for the same work and the upholsterer is using 
patterns from my seats to make the new seats for 
both cars. 

 Finally, our British car inventory is a 1966 Morgan 
Plus 4, 4-seater and a 1966 Plus 4 Morgan DHC. Both 
cars are black. 
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The 4-Seater’s motorbike trailer.   

This slightly modified 

Spitfire was not en-

tered at VanDusen 

All British Field Meet 
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The following article was taken from a De-

cember 2018 issue of the Oxford Review and 

was written by Clayton Seams.  It was enti-

tled “My time with a Triumph TR6: Two 

breakdowns, two tows, 43 Miles”.  I regret 

that I forgot to make note of the name of the 

member that provided this but will publish it 

in the next newsletter if you let me know. 

 

My rental Triumph steamed and seethed 

at me. It was unhappy. For the second time 

in two days I had asked it to play nice and 

drive around through L.A. traffic and for the 

second time in two days it had revolted. The 

crimson British sports car sat still on a bland 

residential side street doing its very best to empty its 

radiator onto the pavement. 

It wasn't always like this; there were happier mo-

ments.  

We blasted down empty freeways at night, the 

straight-six singing through stainless headers while I 

let out a boyish whoop heard only by the semi trucks 

around me. We shared moments of nervous joy as I 

gripped the leather wheel tight in my hands and flew 

around on- ramps. 

She was angry now. But I still loved her.  

The Triumph TR6 was a sports car in the most clas-

sical sense. Faster than an MGB, cheaper than a Cor-

vette, and devilishly handsome, the TR6 found many 

willing buyers during its production run from 1968 to 

1976. They made more than 90,000 TR6s in all, a 

healthy number for a two-seat sportster back then. 

And of those 90,000, a full 80,000 found their way to 

North America. Hardly the stuff of cutting edge tech, 

it featured an engine designed in the 1950s and a 

chassis that can trace its roots back to 1961.  The er-

gonomics were bad, even when new, and people just 

didn't seem to care. 

Owner Bruce Hearn certainly didn't mind when he 

bought this car as a $500 mess eleven years ago. 

Since then, he's gone through (or had someone else 

go through) every single bolt on the car, and its car-

mine red paint shines beautifully in any light. The 2.5

-litre straight-six has been treated to a lumpity-bump 

performance camshaft, the transmission uses a com-

petition clutch, and the exhaust is a full-custom tubu-

lar stainless setup with four exhaust tips. It's quite 

the machine,  

And how did I come to be piloting such a machine? 

I booked it as a rental through the new Hagerty 

DriveShare program. Think of it as Airbnb for inter-

esting cars, where you can rent out privately owned 

cars of interest for moderate costs. 

 "It's probably not a big deal," said Hearn as we 

stared at a growing puddle of coolant the day before. 

Hearn said he drives the car about kilometres (1,000 

miles) annually and it had never given him trouble, 

but like all classic cars, it waited until the least oppor-

tune moment to fail. The coolant seemed to be drip-

ping from a bad heater hose connection at the fire-

wall. Alarmed, I offered to cancel the rental but 

TR6 Rental 



 

 TR6 Rental (cont.) 

Hearn insisted he was confident it was nothing more 

than a leaky British fitting and sent me off with a 

small plastic cup in the footwell to catch the drips.  

It wasn't what I would-call an easy car to drive. 

The wheel crowds the driver so much I could turn it 

with my elbows. The clutch, brake, and gas pedals all 

seem to be stacked on top of each other and each 

had very long, heavy throws. The aftermarket cam 

had moved power up the curve to the redline and 

pulling away from a stop was a real exercise of foot 

dexterity.  

A stomp of the gas sent the butterflies of two 

Stromberg carbs flying open and a rush of fuel and 

noise propelled me along in the night. Each shift of 

the four-speed required firm and deliberate action 

like pulling an axe from a stump.  It is mechanical 

and delightful.  It’s a car you want to drive.  With 

both hands on the wheel, your left elbow naturally 

hangs outside the door and with the six making all 

those E-Type sounds, you can't help but feel cool.  

But it wasn't meant to be. The 110 freeway isn't 

known for free-flowing traffic and sure enough, I 

found a jam just two miles from my hotel. The Tri-

umph was getting hot and bothered by the lack of 

airflow through its radiator and before the temp 

needle could make its angry journey to the end of 

the dial, it shut off completely. In the centre lane. 

During rush hour.  

The Owner of the car was extremely apologetic 

and refunded my rental fee almost before I could 

open my mouth. I honestly should have known 

better than to try to drive an archaic British sports 

car downtown as if it were a Camry. But nothing had 

mechanically failed on the car, no damage had been 

incurred and the owner kindly offered me a "round 

two" with the car the next day.  I accepted the offer 

and made plans for a quick jaunt to the beach.    

It made the 20-mile trek without issue and when 

parked, promptly dumped a half-gallon of coolant 

over the sandy pavement of Seal Beach parking lot. 

It is old and British after all. After a brief photo 

shoot, it was time to make the same 20-mile trip 

back to base. 

This time it was a complete melt-down. The plas-

tic cup given to me by the owner was still in the foot

-well. We needed a larger cup.  Within a mile and 

half, the drip had turned into a shower nozzle, spray-

ing my passenger's feet with superheated coolant. 

The drive was done.  

Over the course of my two-day rental I covered 

just 43 miles and required two flatbed tows to do so.  

And yet, I'd happily do it again.  A nearly 50-year-old 

car will never be a replacement for a real rental car. 

But even if it can't get you where you want to go, it'll 

give you a smile and a story to tell at the bar for 

years to come. And as I sat by the side of the road, 

like so many TR6 owners have done before me, I un-

derstood why it was all worth it.  Because it's fun.  
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In March I received an email from fellow club 

member Stephen Pallavicini with an invitation to 

check out the progress he had made on his restora-

tion.  Stephen and I have been in contact since he 

saw the article I wrote for the newsletter about my 

TR5 restoration.  As it happens he is restoring a 

TR250 and our two projects are moving along at 

about the same pace and the same stage of comple-

tion.  As a result, we have been able to exchange in-

formation and tips about problem areas we have en-

countered. (more) 

When I arrived, Stephen was laying out the signa-

ture TR250 hood stripe for the painter.  There is no 

doubt that Stephen is a perfectionist and last time 

that I visited him there were several things he had 

done on the car that he was unhappy with.  All that 

work has now been redone and the car is looking im-

maculate. 

The weather was good that day and so Stephen 

fired up the car and gave me a short but lively tour  

around his neighbourhood.   From the passenger 

seat, the car felt fantastic; no rattles and squeaks, 

the steering appeared accurate and the car held the 

corners well.  And of course the straight-six sounded 

fantastic with the characteristic throaty roar. 
Since  I visited Stephen in  March  we have been 

corresponding on various issues we have both had 

including the problems I have had getting the wheel 

Stephen Pallavicini’s  TR250  Restoration 



 

 Stephen Pallavicini’s  TR250 (cont.)  

arch covers in place neatly.  He recently emailed me 

with a bit of an update on his progress: 

“Had the car into the paint shop at my painter in 

Maple Ridge. The door gaps were fixed and the hood 

strengthened and the holes for the badge redrilled. 

The panels should be painted early next week.  

I got the car back without the panels and I am 

slowly installing the interior. Painstaking job. The 

wheel arch covers were a pain.”  

This car is already looking fantastic; the end prod-

uct is going to be something quite special.  
Here’s hoping Stephen will write a more detailed 

article for the newsletter when he has finished and 

give us a detailed account of all the hard work he 

has put into it.  

 

Ed. 
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After a 25 year companionship, 

due to failing eyesight, I’ve had to 

part with my much loved TR6! 

Certainly a sad moment but made 

a lot easier to know it is leaving with 

a fellow club member and Triumph 

enthusiast, Gary Skidmore 

Gary has also helped ease the pain 

by offering to have me join him on 

future events such as the ABFM and 

the Boys Run etc.  This suits me fine 

as I would still like the maintain my 

BCTR membership ‘sans vehicle’! 

In the last couple of years, every 

club meet, Alec Mielen has been very kind to make 

sure I get there by providing transportation.  Also, my 

good friend Ken Nicoll has been very instrumental in 

providing oil changes and general maintenance in the 

last few years plus a close friendship (thanks, Ken). 

As mentioned in the past, one of the best things 

besides the TR6 was getting involved with the club 

and its members; I hope to continue that for many 

more years. 

 

John Hunt XTR6  

John Hunt’s Parting Ways 

Thanks to Alec Mielen for sending in this inter-

esting item from an RockAuto newsletter quiz. 

 

DOT 5 brake fluid has the advantage of not absorb-

ing water, but it has a major drawback that led to the 

formulation of DOT 5.1, another glycol ether based 

brake fluid like DOT 3 and DOT 4. What is the disad-

vantage of DOT 5 brake fluid that limits its use? 

A. DOT 5 brake fluid contains a polycyclic aromatic 

hydrocarbon that quickly dissolves nylon and other 

common, low cost thermoplastics used in brake sys-

tem seals and parts. 

B. Even a low pressure transfer pump can force 

hyponitrous oxide (laughing gas) distillates to sepa-

rate from DOT 5 brake fluid and negatively impact 

mechanics' professional demeanor. 

C. DOT 5 brake fluid is silicone based and cannot 

be used in anti-lock braking systems (ABS). The rapid 

changes in pressure as ABS cycles tends to turn sili-

cone fluid into a useless foam. 

 

The answer provided by RockAuto was C. 

 

(Interesting fact, and one that I had never come 

across before, but I will not have to worry about it 

since my car does not have ABS and never will.  Ed.) 

Silicone Brake Fluid (again) 



 

 Ken Nicoll’s Winter Project 

In the winter of 2018 I decided to have my TR6 

rear end rebuilt. I was getting slackness when engag-

ing the gas and of course it was leaking from the cas-

ing seal. 

When I mentioned this to fellow club members, 

Barrie and Lee they said to check out the Differential 

Mounts while I have the rear end out as you can only 

inspect it with the rear end out. The 6’s are known to 

rust out in that area. When doing the inspection I no-

ticed that the previous owner had some welding 

done on one  of the brackets. I knew that the body 

had been removed from the frame and I guess that 

was the reason. A person can purchase a repair kit 

for this from Moss, #850-795. 

With the help from Barrie and Lee they replaced a 

few gears, seals and gaskets. Thanks again guys. 

With the help from my wife, Joanne the rear end 

is safety back where it belongs. 

 

Ken Nicoll 

TR6 
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Back in February Greg Winterbottom, who was on 

an extended stay in the Palm Spring area  very kindly 

sent several emails with pictures and text about vari-

ous car events around the area.  This one about the 

auction he visited there on 22nd didn`t make it into 

the March issue because we  didn't have enough ad-

ditional material to fill out 4 pages. Not wanting to 

waste some  great pictures  of California cars this 

seemed like a good time to publish a few of them.  

Not many Triumphs but a great collection of cars. 

Thanks again, Greg.  Ed. 

Palm Springs Auction 



 

 Palm Springs Auction (cont.) 
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I attended the Carbs and Coffee meeting at 

Cates Park March 31st (a long time ago now...!). 

Based on what I found at this over subscribed 

event with cars everywhere even in secondary 

lots and the side of the road, Triumphs must be 

becoming extinct.  Only one Triumph appeared, a 

lonely TR6.  As you will see from the photos any-

thing can turn up, English, French, German, Ital-

ian, Japanese, and on and on.  I have only select-

ed a few images 

to look at. 

These Carbs & 

Coffee meetings 

are great because 

you get to see 

everything you 

normally wouldn't 

get to see as a 

mix.  And every-

one is pretty 

hopped up just on 

cars. 

I did find Olivier 

& Chris and 

Vlad.  They came 

by to see what 

was there, arriv-

ing in a blue Mi-

ata, with 

a.....disappearing 

front license 

plate, very cool 

and perhaps 

sneaky...!  We had a good time wandering around 

looking at cars.  You folks should try it, it is quite en-

joyable. 

 

Bryan Wicks  TR6 

Coffee and Carbs - March 31st 
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Mary Hogan from Tyee Triumph wrote re-
cently with the following message: 

 

“Happy Spring!  And accompanying thoughts 
of Triumph opportunities. 

 

Will you please include this flyer for the West-
ern WA ABFM in your next newsletter?   We 
always appreciate the BCTR members who 
make the trip down. 

 

Sunny wishes for your ABFM! 

 

Thanks, 

Mary Hogan 

Tyee Triumph & WWABFM “ 

Western Washington All British Field Meet 

ABFM - VanDusen 2019 (see pg 28) 
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The St Georges day British Motoring Show April 28 

was put on by LAMB and was a really nice show, lim-

ited to about 80 cars.  All British cars and other than 

Barry who came late due to having to be in another 

event earlier in the day, there were only a few club 

member cars on the field. including David and John-

son Rogers' TR7.   Victor Russel had his TR3A there 

along with Linda & Larry's Mayflower.  Dan Brien  

had his 

TR6 on 

the 

street 

where 

he could 

keep an 

eye on it 

while 

he en-

joyed 

a 

num-

ber of  

ci-

gars.  Some really cool cars turned up including the 

Burnaby built Enterra.  I think they made a small 

number of these and they were a Cimbria style kit on 

a Pontiac Fiero sub frame & running gear. 

You will note the row of Mini's along the path-

way.  This was a salute to the 60th anniversary of the 

humble Mini.  A good number of humble and not so 

humble (pretty HOT) Mini's made it to this show.  Mr. 

Ken Martin won the only award presented during the 

show, for his incredible fresh restoration of his Mini 

Woody Wagon.  Really well done Ken. 

This was a great little show with good people or-

ganizing it, many of whom a lot of us know..  Perhaps 

next year we can try to support it a bit more. 

 

Bryan Wicks TR6 

 

(Some of these photos are taken by Bryan and 

some by Vince Lee.  A full collection of Vince’s photos 

can be seen at:  https://www.flickr.com/

photos/30538564@N03/

albums/72157704837262222   Ed.) 

St. George’s Day British Motor Show 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/30538564@N03/albums/72157704837262222
https://www.flickr.com/photos/30538564@N03/albums/72157704837262222
https://www.flickr.com/photos/30538564@N03/albums/72157704837262222


 

 St. George’s Day British Motor Show (cont.) 
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Many thanks to Peter Howard-Jones for sending in 
the following article recently.  He writes: 
  

“Referencing your request for submissions for 

the BCTR newsletter please find attached an article 

published in Triumph World dated January,2010 

together with a more recent picture of my 1975 TR 

6.  Please feel free to use if you wish. 

 Since I purchased the car in 2007 I have done 

some additional  work on the car apart from rou-

tine maintenance. I have changed the lap seat belts 

to shoulder inertia belts, had the original steel 

wheels powder coated and installed with red line 

tyres, re-built the clutch, installed green hoses and 

replaced some interior trim. 

 Recently I finally  got around to having the oil 

pan leak fixed…Hooray only to now have the trans-

mission seal need replacing to fix the oil drip… Agh! 

 My TR has overdrive and I have the original steel 

hardtop. 

 I drive the car mainly in good weather, apart from 

the last Silk cat Whistler rally! I have completed  17 

organised Whistler runs, many VanDus-

en  ABFM’s,  LAMB’s and a few club events. 

 I look forward to many more years of enjoyment 

from my TR and keeping my son and daughter inter-

ested in being my co-pilots. Eileen, my wife also en-

joys the occasional coffee run, however, does not like 

getting her hair mussed up!” 

  

Peter Howard-Jones  TR6 
 

This is the article: Triumph World January,2010 

From the moment I saw my first TR6 in 1970, I 

could only dream of owning one. I had recently com-

pleted college in London and then life moved on and 

I emigrated to Vancouver in 1972. Over the years I 

would spot the occasional Triumph. However, it was 

not until February 2007 that I was in the right place 

at the right time.  I was meeting with a client of mine, 

Jim of West Vancouver and noticed a picture of a TR6 

on his office desk. I quickly learnt he had recently 

completed a six year frame up restoration to original 

specifications having purchased the car from the es-

tate of the previous own r. Much to my surprise the 

car was advertised for sale, as Jim had just acquired 

another car from an auto museum in Oregon as his 

next project.  

A test drive, check of all invoices for work carried 

out and call to the Collector Car Registry of the Pro-

vincial Insurance Agency and the car was in my gar-

age 10 days later.  

The Heritage Trust Certificate shows the car was 

shipped from South Dock, Newport aboard the vessel 

Avon Forest on August 4th, 1975 bound for British 

Leyland Motors Canada, Montreal. All numbers 

match and the car has the original factory hard top 

and also overdrive.  

Due to the car being over 25 years old, and of orig-

inal specifications except for a few safety upgrades, 

my TR6 qualifies for Collector Plates under the British 

Peter Howard-Jones’s TR6 



 

 Peter Howard-Jones’s TR6 
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Columbia vehicle registra-

tion program. The nice part 

about this is that the insur-

ance is cheap, although 

some restrictions apply like 

not driving to and from 

work!  

Restoration work per-

formed from 2003-2007 

included: brake re-build, 

rear suspension gas shocks, 

transmission, overdrive and 

differential re-build, Petro-

nix ignition, power tune up, 

re-built heater, installation of battery discon-

nect switch, second bonnet pull, removal of 

dash to repair wiring, replace switches and 

second-

ary elec-

tric en-

gine fan, 

new walnut dash, Motolita steering wheel, re-build 

all seat supports, new carpet and underlay, new 

Bosch starter, new tonneau cover, stainless steel ex-

haust system, Minilite alloy wheels with Yokohama 

performance tyres and respray to original colour etc. 

In the two years I have owned the car I have par-

ticipated in the annual All British Run from North 

Vancouver to Whistler (home of the 2010 winter 

Olympics).  This is a 130km run up the incredibly sce-

nic Sea to Sky Highway. I have also attended a num-

ber of other meets, the most significant being the All 

British Field Meet 

held in Vancouver 

each May (Google 

ABFM Vancouver BC).   

My Delft Blue 1974½  

TR 6 is now hiber-

nating for the winter 

here in Vancouver,   
British Columbia, Can-
ada, hopefully, like 

our local bear. Roll on the spring so l can get back on 
the road again.  
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The 34th All British Field Meet at VanDusen was 

favoured once again by wonderful weather, sunny 

but not too hot, and unlike last year there was no 

rain to interrupt the proceedings and send exhibitors 

into panic trying to raise soft tops.  In fact it was per-

fect weather for taking a slow walk around, chatting 

with friends and viewing what many consider to be 

one of the best exhibitions of classic British cars in 

North America. 

As usual, the VanDusen grounds were in tip top 

condition and even in the car exhibition area there 

were wonderful little garden oases as well as trees to 

offer shade if required. 

The featured marques this year were the Bentley, 

the Mini and the AJS motorcycle and estimates put 

the number of entrants in the region of 500 cars in 

the show  

We arrived at the grounds shortly after 10.00 am 

because my car is still not ready to enter, otherwise 

we would have been there at the same time as the 

rest of the exhibitors.  The event was already in full 

swing with a steady stream of the public entering the 

grounds.  It seemed a lot busier than last year for 

some reason (maybe that was just me) but fortu-

nately not too crowded. 

There were even a few interesting cars in the park-

ing lot.  While some of them (a couple of very nice 

Citroens) wouldn’t have qualified, a few of the others 

did meet the All British requirement.  

Once inside, the first group we came across was 

the Morgans with our BCTR Profiled Member Bob 

McDiarmid standing by his Triumph engined vehicle, 

which seemed to be attracting a lot of attention.  

Heading straight along the path and past the racing 

exhibits, we came to the real Triumphs; Spitfires, 

GT6, all the TR marques (except the TR6s), Stags, 

Herald and Mayflower.   

Behind the Triumphs, was a mixed lot of vehicles 

described in the program as Pre-War and Post-War 

ABFM - VanDusen 2019   



 

 ABFM - VanDusen 2019 (cont.) 

Touring Sports.  I have to ad-

mit some of my favourites 

were in this section.  I partic-

ularly like the old Bentleys, a 

’35 Aston Martin, a ’33 Riley 

and a ’30 Vauxhall which 

seemed to be drawing a lot of 

attention.  A bit too expen-

sive for me to play with I 

think. 

Keeping to the left were 

the Healeys, then the MGs 

and Minis which, due to the 60th anniversary included 

the largest number ever entered.   

Looping back, we found 

the exotic Rolls, modern 

Bentleys and Aston Mar-

tins, many of which 

seemed to me to be way 

too new to be in this field 

but I suppose they do all 

meet the test of being 

British.  Close by was an-

other of my favourite areas 

the BMC and English Fords, 

not so much because I like 

these cars but more because I remember, growing 

up, my family owned several of these or related mod-

els and I remember all the fun we had (like driving 

down the M1 in an Anglia at 2.00am and having the 

water pump fall out of its casing).   

Just across from this group was the collection of 

rugged Land Rovers, many dressed up looking as if 

they were ready to tackle some wilderness adven-

tures. 

Down the hill we found a large contingent of Jagu-

ars; I never would have guessed there were so many 

E-Types in and around Vancouver, I’m sure there was 

only half that number last year.  There were also 

some nicely turned out examples of my favourite Jag-

uar, the XK120. 
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After a quick visit to the Sales Corral we doubled 

back and took in the TR6s and Lotuses. 

BCTR members made up a good proportion of the 

Triumphs and it was great to see the excellent turn-

out.  There was also a fair number of cars from the 

island and outside the province.  One intrepid TR6 

owner drove his car from Regina, I have done that 

journey several times but never in a TR and even in a 

modern car it can be a horribly tedious drive. 

At the risk of offending members by only mention-

ing one car, it was nice to see that Lee Cunningham 

managed to get his Stag rebuild together in time to 

get to the meet.  Maybe he will let me into the secret 

of completing the work in such short order. 

BCTR members did quite well in the awards cate-

gory but in the absence of the official results we will 

hold off printing names.  If they are available in time 

to include in this edition they will be printed on a 

separate page otherwise they will be published in the 

ABFM - VanDusen 2019 (cont.) 



 

 ABFM - VanDusen 2019 (cont.) 

Septem-

ber 

news-

letter. 

As 

usual 

thanks 

must go, 

on behalf 

of BCTR, 

to the 

organiz-

ers for all 

the hard 

work 

putting this 

event to-

gether.    

We have 

printed a 

few pic-

tures of 

the cars exhibited, not all Triumphs I hasten to add, 

and in no particular order.   

Many more pictures of the gathering, taken by 

Vince Lee, can be found on his website below.  It is 

well worth a look. 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/30538564@N03/

albums/72157705186364492 

Ed. 

 

 

 

  BC Triumph Registry Quarterly Publication        31 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/30538564@N03/albums/72157705186364492
https://www.flickr.com/photos/30538564@N03/albums/72157705186364492


 

This year, Lyle Dickson  hosted a barbeque for club 

members on the evening of the ABFM.  The weather 

cooperated and it certainly looks like everyone 

had  a great time. 

In addition he very  very thoughtfully remem-

bered  to take a few pictures for the 

newsletter.   

Many thanks on behalf 

of the club for an excellent event, Lyle, and thanks 

also for the pictures.  Ed  

Post ABFM Barbeque 
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Post ABFM Barbeque 
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The run to Whistler on the Sunday after the ABFM 

was a bit of a paradox.  The drive up and drive back 

to town later in the day were two of the most enjoy-

able runs I've had.  Blue skies, cool really comfortable 

temperatures, non-existent traffic, almost per-

fect.  What was missing was BCTR members.  We all 

have our reasons but I have to tell you, you really 

missed a nice day.  As you will see there were a lot of 

Triumphs in attendance, probably more of this mark 

than any other car up there.  Credit has to be given 

to the folks from Saskatchewan.  I've done the run 

through the prairies in my TR3 a number of times 

and it is a looooong run.  It was good to see them 

come all the way out to BC.  The only other member 

other than myself was Bob McDairmid who came up 

in stealthy mode in his Morgan Plus 8.  Have a look at 

the photos, cool cars everywhere. 

Cheers: 

Bryan & Devin (co-pilot) 

Post ABFM Whistler Run 



 

 Post ABFM Whistler Run (cont.) 
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I am sure most of us have, from time to time, 

looked at the forums on the various web sites where 

people discuss and offer advice and the benefit of 

their experience on troublesome issues that just 

don’t seem to be covered in the official manuals.  I 

have done it lots of times.   

But have you ever posted a question on a forum 

and waited for the flood of useful advice to flow 

back?  I did the other day and was quite amused at 

the chain of responses.  Yes I know I could have 

asked members of BCTR but this was about an issue 

to do with installing the locking strip on the rear win-

dow of a Surrey Top and anyone that I can recall talk-

ing to had had it done by an auto-glass shop so I 

thought why not just put it out on a forum? 

I posted this on the Triumph Experience forum: 

 

“Hi, I am in the process of finishing the rein-

stallation of the rear glass in my TR5 Surrey Top. 

I installed the glass and the rubber seal without 

too much problem. Now I'm struggling with the 

plastic/chrome locking strip. At the sharp corner 

where the upright comes down to the deck, the 

locking strip just will not stay in place and wants 

to jump out of the sealing strip. It seems to me 

that this is because the strip is fairly stiff and as 

such when bending it round corners it wants to 

twist.  

The rest of the strip has gone in without too 

much of a fight; bit of patience and soapy water. 

I was wondering if I should gently warm to 

locking strip to "relax" it or leave it out in the 

sun (when there is any). Alternatively leave it 

out of the groove at that point and hope it relax-

es and takes up the shape of the curve by itself, 

It might have helped if the supplier had not 

coiled it flat, although I've tried to install it in the 

direction of the coil.  

I've tried to research this subject on line but 

came up dry. If anyone has any experience with 

this I would appreciate suggestions.” 

 

In a fairly short time a reply came back from Gary: 

 

“Done several of these. Not going to sugar 

coat this, they're not easy to do.  

I typically leave that plastic finishing strip in 

the sun for a few hours. Alternate methods are 

soak in hot water for 15min before install or use 

a heat gun. I prefer to not lube up the rubber 

gasket prior to installing this, all it does is pro-

mote not staying in place. Idea here is train the 

plastic to go around the corner and softening 

with heat helps. The original locking strips for 

these were metal and were formed to fit. “ 

 

Very useful advice and I used this suggestion.  But 

then in chimes Ryals: 

 

“I thought you installed the rubber around 

the glass, then the trim strip into the rubber 

before installing it into the backlight 

frame...just like doing a windshield using the 

rope method. No...? I have had many Surrey 

tops over the years...never had the experience 

of replacing the seal.” 

 

Well thank you, Ryals, but if you have no experi-

ence in the matter why are you offering advice?  And 

if you read my post you would see it was the locking 

strip I was enquiring about, not the rubber seal, that 

is already successfully installed along with the glass.  

Gary supports my sequence of installation and adds: 

 

“If you've never done one of these I always rec-

ommend calling a professional auto glass install-

Windshield Seal Locking Strip 



 

 Windshield Seal Locking Strip 

er.....and one that has been around for a few dec-

ades and knows vintage cars. New school auto 

glass guys know zip about this type of install.”  

 

Well ditto, Gary, the glass and seal are already in.  

Also, not a lot of vintage auto glass installer around 

here that I know of.  But Ryals is not done yet 

 

“Gary...I second your emotion. Sometimes you 

save far more than it could have cost you to try it 

yourself...” 

 

I have trouble with this second sentence, although 

I think I know what he is trying to say….and who is 

this guy, Smokey Robinson’s cousin?  There were also 

a few other quite helpful (normal) comments so I 

posted a reply thanking the participants for there 

comments and informing them that I completed the 

installation and everything turned out fine.  Maybe 

I’m a bit cynical but I don’t think Gary believed me: 

 

“Any chance we could get you to post some pic-

tures of the completed install? I'm always interest-

ed to see others results.”  

 

I cannot believe there is any difference from one 

installation to the next but I posted some the same 

day and never heard any more from Gary. 

For the record I found the installation of the lock-

ing strip, which I had been dreading based on reading 

other forum posts, to be quite straightforward.  I 

used some soapy water (a little Sunlight dish soap 

and water) and just pushed the strip in with my 

thumb.  That is not to say it was easy and my thumb 

complained a lot the next day but it was nowhere 

near as traumatic as I expected.  I used a bamboo 

chopstick (the sturdy type) to help open up the gap 

where necessary and occasionally ease the strip into 

place.  I used bamboo to try to avoid marring the 

paint if I slipped.  Other than that, no special tools.  

The place where the strip turns the sharp corner on 

the rear light was the only tricky place and a little 

warming helped a lot.  To be on the safe side, I 

clamped it in place overnight and it was solid after 

that.  It was warm in my garage on the days I did this, 

mid to high teens, certainly not hot, and if I was to do 

it again I would not want to try it in weather any 

cooler as the strip becomes more rigid and the rub-

ber seal a lot less flexible.    Ed. 
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No quorum was present for the February meeting.   

 

March 13th, 2019  

 
     Monthly Meeting adjourned at 9:10 PM.  NEXT Meeting:  Wednesday, April 10th  2019  /AGM    

President's Report Richard Walker called the meeting to order at 7:39 pm. 
New cars to owners – none. 
cars sold – none. 
With only 8 members attending the February meeting there were insufficient members to make a 

quorum thus it was not an official meeting. 

Minutes January 9th meeting minutes accepted. M – Dave Larrigan / S – Vlad Kuzel / C 

Treasurer’s Report Keith Sparkes reported the club balance. 

Editor’s Report Editors Jonathan Clegg and Bryan Wicks request any articles of interest. 
Looking for events to include in next issue. 
Triumph Heritage Newsletter is being distributed tonight. Please keep articles coming. 

Regalia Keith Sparkes has stock for sale at the meeting, see him.  Crests/pins/grill badges. 

Membership The updated roster reflects 75 paid members to date, 25 at tonight's meeting. 

Correspondence Ryan Livingstone – “Drive your Triumph“, great response. 
Per Bryan Wicks, invite from Ewald Penner of Jelly Bean Auto Crafters to attend April 12th showing 

of “My Classic Car” of the past July 1st Langley Speedway car show. 

Past Events February 10th – Drive Your Triumph Day in recognition of Sir John Black’s Birthday (1895 – 1965) 
January, 13th 2019 Christmas Banquet @ Guildford Golf Club (same as last year) 152nd St. Surrey.  

Huge ‘Thank You’ to Jeannette and Barrie for arranging the event & lovely meal. 
Brian Thomlinson arranged a drive Saturday, February 16th at 10 am to the BC Truck Museum in 

Cloverdale.  Lunch followed.  Was a great tour and lunch.  Thanks Brian, for arranging the 
event. 

Future Events 
  
Please refer to BCTR 
web site often. 

8th Annual Run to Harrison planned for March 16, weather permitting.  Meet at the Mis-
sion Chevron Station 32700 Lougheed Hwy, 10 AM, depart at 10:30 AM.  Any Ques-
tions call Ken 778-822-0433. 

38th Tulip Rallye, Saturday April 27 starts at Burlington, WA.  8:00 am check in. 
Poppy High School car show, Sunday, May 5th, Langley 
VanDusen ABFM, Saturday, May 18, Lyle Dickson hosting the post ABFM BBQ. 
Barlow Boy’s Run – June 6 – 9th Meet at Abbotsford Tim Hortons south of HWY 1. 
Monthly Brunches appear not to be happening, cancelled for now. 

New Business 2019 ATDI planning continues with work on regalia, menus, website, Registration and approach to 
sponsorships.  Focus is on getting Registration open asap. 

Meeting room unavailable in June – June 12th is Pub Night.  TBA 

Technical Morgan has been bought by an Italian Firm. 
Bryan Wicks showed pictures of Auckland, NZ car show and trip. 

Video & internet None tonight. 



 

 BCTR Meeting Minutes 
 

April 10th, 2019 

 

Monthly Meeting adjourned at 8:24 PM.    NEXT Meeting:  Wednesday, May 8th  2019  /AGM  
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President's Report Richard Walker called the meeting to order at 7:36 pm. 
New cars to owners –                              /cars sold – 
Welcome to new member from Cloverdale, Rick Norton, owns a green 1974 TR6. 

Minutes March 13th meeting minutes accepted. M – Dave Rodger / S – Adrian Moore / C 

Treasurer’s Report Keith Sparkes reported the club balance. 

Editor’s Report Editors Jonathan Clegg and Bryan Wicks request any articles of interest. 
Looking for events to include in next issue. WIP for June issue, thanks for past articles. 
Please keep submitting items of interest, end of May will be the next issue deadline. 

Regalia Keith Sparkes has stock for sale at the meeting, see him.  Crests/pins/grill badges. 
Car antenna flag swag & BCTR embroidery. 

Membership The updated roster reflects 76 paid members to date, 20 at tonight's meeting. 

Correspondence TR250 For Sale $30K, now on website. 
Request sent to the membership to advise of address changes to update the roster. 
Chris Green looking for Spitfire spare wheel – forward to Jerry Goulet. 

Past Events 8th Annual Run to Harrison March 16th hosted by Ken Nicoll, good weather, good run. 

Future Events 
  
Please refer to BCTR 
web site often. 

38th Tulip Rallye, Saturday April 27 starts at Burlington, WA.  8:00 am check in. 
April 28, Sunday, St. George’s Day Fort Langley Pre Reg only as 80 car limit. 
Poppy High School car show, Sunday, May 5th, Langley 
VanDusen ABFM, Saturday, May 18, Lyle Dickson hosting the post ABFM BBQ. 
Barlow Boy’s Run – June 6 – 9th Meet at Abbotsford Tim Hortons south of HWY 1. 
July 20-21 BCTR Drive to Lillooet.  Barrie Puffer has organized a run with overnight in 

Lillooet and return Sunday.  Leave from Abbotsford Tim Hortons through Lytton to 
Lillooet.  Book soon.  See BCTR website for full details. 

  

New Business 2019 ATDI planning continues with work on menus, Registration and approach to sponsorships.  
Registration is now open.  Register now and ensure you have booked your hotel room.  See the 
great information on the expanded ATDI webpage on the BCTR website. 

Meeting room unavailable in June – June 12th is Pub Night. Meet at Jimy Mac’s 7:30 PM or arrive 
earlier and enjoy dinner & beverage. 

Mr. John Hunt gave Notice of Motion to nominate Michael Bayrock as a lifetime member due to his 
more than 20 years’ service with ATDI registration and website. 

Technical Brian Thomlinson with assistance from Bob McDiarmid converted the TR250 to CV joints from Rich-
ard Good. 

Video & internet None tonight. 
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From the Editors Memberships 
Memberships 

Membership dues are $40.00 per year and are due 
by December 31st.  

Family Memberships 

Family memberships are $50 for households that 
have two continuously active members.  The second 
member is entitled to vote at all regular BCTR 
meetings. 

For membership renewals, contact: BCTR Registrar - 
Ken Nicoll kdntr6@gmail.com 

Monthly Meetings 
BC Triumph Registry Monthly Meetings are held the 
second Wednesday of the month. 

Location:  
MEETING LOCATION 
As of January 2016, the BCTR meetings are held at 
the Cloverdale Fairgrounds, 6188 -176 Street,      
Surrey 

Time: 
Start at 7:30 pm sharp! 

Although we appear to have produced a fairly 

“complete” edition of the newsletter again, it has 

come at a time when there are many events and 

lots of pictures, which helps swell the pages a lot.  

As usual we would like to send a huge “THANK 

YOU” to those that made the effort to help with 

the newsletter, particularly those that have not 

been regular contributors in the past and hope 

that they will take up the cause and continue con-

tributing.  With these few exceptions though, the 

articles have all come from a relatively small group 

of regular contributors.  It is very easy to ignore 

this fact when you are reading the newsletter but 

we desperately need new contributors.  Those 

that contribute regularly will not be doing so for 

ever (for any number of reasons) and as their 

numbers decline so will the newsletter until it 

ceases to exist.  Any member, if they spent just 

couple of minutes could find something relevant 

to contribute.  So I challenge all members to do 

just that, think of something to contribute and 

then take an hour or so over the next couple of 

months to produce that piece.  

Since we need to publish in printed format, we 

are constrained to multiples of four pages.  We 

may therefore, reluctantly, hold some articles over 

to the next publication but will make every effort 

to publish all we receive.  

Comments on previously published articles are 

also welcome as long as they respectfully worded.  

If you do not have access to a computer, we will 

gladly retype any hand written items you may wish 

to send in.  You can hand them to us or to a mem-

ber of the Executive the at the monthly meetings.  

Alternatively, if you call me at 604 771 2795 I can 

provide you with a mailing address.  

Triumph Heritage is published four times a year 

(March, June, September and December) and is 

distributed to its members as part of their annual 

dues. Only paid-up members will receive the quar-

terly publication on a regular basis. 

We accept no responsibility for errors or omis-

sions. Opinions expressed are those of the authors 

and do not necessarily reflect those of the BCTR 

executive or its membership.  

If there is an error in your name or address or you 

have moved, please let the editors know. The Club 

and the Quarterly Publication will be as good as we 

collectively make it and we thank the members who 

contribute to making it interesting.  

 

Jonathan Clegg and Bryan Wicks 
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Regalia 
All items available with BCTR Club or standard Triumph logo.  Order from Ellen by email: kesparks@shaw.ca 

Embroidered Cloth Crests 

2   inch diameter  $10 

 

Long Sleeve Henley 

Pocket, tagless back 
neck, logo horn 
buttons, taped neck 
and shoulder seams. 

Black or olive  $42 

 

 
Aerial Flags    $5 

United We Drive Pins   1 3/8” x 3/8”  $3 

Men’s Melton Wool Jacket 

Leather sleeves and stand-up collar, rib-knot cuffs 
and waist band, snap front closures, full Taffeta lin-

ing, inside pocket, with logo.  Sizes S—5X 

$175 

You can order direct from Capricorn One in the UK.  They have a wide range of Triumph Auto items.  Their 

website is www.capricorn1.co.uk.  All items for all Triumph cars displayed when you click on “Triumph” 

Some Club Cars! 



People that make BC Triumph Registry Tick….. 
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Executive   

President Richard Walker bctriumph@gmail.com 

Vice President Lee Cunningham l_cunnin@hotmail.com 

Secretary Alec Mielen amielen@uniserve.com 

Treasurer Keith Sparkes kesparkes@shaw.ca 

Membership Ken Nicoll kdntr6@gmail.com 

Coordinators   

Advertising Position Vacant  

ATDI 2019 Alec Mielen amielen@uniserve.com 

Club Archivist Ken Nicoll kdntr6@gmail.com 

Club Assets Jerry Goulet jerry.tr3a@gmail.com 

Events Vladimir Kuzel vkuzel@telus.net 

Publication Editors Jonathan Clegg jonathanc5885@gmail.com 

 Bryan Wicks bryankwicks@aol.com 

Regalia Ellen Sparkes kesparkes@shaw.ca 

VTR Liaison Lee Cunningham l_cunnin@hotmail.com 

Webmaster  Jerry Goulet jerry.tr3a@gmail.com 

Technical Reps   

TR2/3/3A/3B Bryan Wicks bryankwicks@aol.com 

TR4/4A John Finlayson john_finlayson@telus.net 

TR5/250 Brian Thomlinson thomlinson2@shaw.ca 

TR6 Lee Cunningham l_cunnin@hotmail.com 

 Bob McDiarmid rjmcdiarmid@telus.net 

TR7/8 Dave Rodger rosrodger@gmail.com 

GT6 Jerry Goulet jerry.tr3a@gmail.com 

Spitfire Barry Puffer bpuffer1@shaw.ca 

Triumph Other TBD  



Upcoming Events - 2019 
If you have an event that you think would be of interest to BCTR members and would like to have included 

in this list, please contact  Vladi Kuzel- vkuzel@telus.net 
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• For more detailed information and future events, check out the BCTR website: http://
www.bctriumphregistry.com/ 

• All dates are subject to change. The information has been gathered from outside sources and we take no 
responsibility for errors or omissions.  

Jun   

Jun-12 BCTR Meeting Jimy Macs, Langley.E42  

TBA BCTR Run BCTR Monthly Run Drive Tour Rallye.  See Home page for details. 

Jun-15-16 ICSCC - SCCBC Road Racing Mission Raceway 

Jun-15 Classic Cars on Campus Fraser Valley Classic Car Show, UFV in Chilliwack, 10am to 3pm  

Jun-16 Sunday Brunch BCTR Sunday Brunch. 

Jun-27 - 30 Summer Tour IBCC Moscow, Idaho, Discover the Palous, IBCC, see web site for details 

Jul   

Jul-10 BCTR Meeting Cloverdale Recreation Centre 6188-176 Street, Surrey BC. at 7:30 PM 

Jul-15 Fraser Valley Car Show Fraser Valley Classic Car Show in Sardis BC 

Jul-20-21 BCTR Drive to Lillooet Organized by Barrie Puffer, leaving from Abbotsford Tim Hortons  

Jul-20 Western Washington ABFM St Edward State Park, Kenmore, Wa.  10am to 4pm 

Jul-20 Vineyard Tour Forest Grove Vineyard Tour, Forest Grove, Oregon 

Jul-21 
Concours Forest Grove Forest Grove Concours d'Elegance, at Pacific University, 2043 College 

Way, Forest Grove, Oregon 

Jul-21 Sunday Brunch BCTR Sunday Brunch. 

Aug   

Aug-14 
BCTR Meeting Cloverdale Recreation Centre 6188-176 Street, Surrey BC Meeting starts 

at 7:30 PM 

TBA BCTR Run BCTR Monthly Run Drive Tour Rallye.  See Home page for details. 

Aug-17 
10th Annual Skagit Wood-
stock 

Music festival and car show, Mount Vernon, Wa.  Edgewater Park 10am to 
9 pm 

Aug-18 Sunday Brunch BCTR Sunday Brunch. 

Sep   

Sep-11 
BCTR Meeting Cloverdale Recreation Centre 6188-176 Street, Surrey BC Meeting starts 

at 7:30 PM 

TBA BCTR Run BCTR Monthly Run Drive Tour Rallye.  See Home page for details. 

Sep-15 Sunday Brunch BCTR Sunday Brunch. 

Sept-20-22 ATDI 2019 Penticton 
All Triumph Drive In in Penticton BC. At Penticton Lakeside Resort and 
Conference Centre. Reservations 1-800-663-9400, Quote "ATDI". 

Oct   

Oct-09 BCTR Meeting 
Cloverdale Recreation Centre 6188-176 Street, Surrey BC Meeting starts 
at 7:30 PM 

TBA Harrison Run 8th Annual Fall Run. Start Chvron Station 32700 Lougheed 10am 

Oct-20 Sunday Brunch BCTR Sunday Brunch. 



Looking Back 
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